
Acts 9:32-43  Peter travels to Lydda and Joppa 

Throughout scripture God has used men in great ways to accomplish His will, often sending them to 
minister to individuals. 

In the Old Testament Moses was almost paralyzed handling all the organizational details, until God used 
his father-in-law who told him to delegate some of these matters and quit mismanaging his time. 

In the New Testament Jesus was constantly surrounded by large crowds of people, yet He always took 
time to meet individual needs along the way. 

Stephen demonstrated this power through the Holy Spirit in debating with the Hellenistic Jews, but never 
slacked off his personal ministry of caring for individual widows and orphans who were being neglected at 
meal times. 

Soon, we’ll study how Paul was consumed with reaching cities and nations for Christ, yet we know he 
became very close to many individuals along the way … since he names them in his letters. 

The idea of a Pastor/Teacher/Leader who ministers only to the large crowds is a disconnect with the model 
of ministry in the Bible. 

God expects all Christ-followers, including their leaders and pastors, to have personal ministry 
relationships with others. 

Peter has already proven himself as a great leader and a powerful, charismatic preacher, who led 
thousands to Christ on the day of Pentecost and the following months of that first year. 

Today we see more details of the personal side of Peter’s ministry. 

This personal ministry has 6 elements we might pursue in our lives as well. 

I. Meeting New People  [9:32-33] 

Now it came about that as Peter was traveling through all those parts, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda.  And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bed 
ridden eight years, for he was paralyzed. 

Peter’s personal ministry now becomes the focus of Luke’s historical documentation of the church for the 
next several chapters in Acts. 

Saul of Tarsus has been converted, and after 2 weeks in Jerusalem, when his life is threatened, he makes 
his way back to Tarsus after fleeing Jerusalem. 

As the church continues to expand outside of Jerusalem, Peter leaves his home base and travels as well. 

In this way we see Peter really becoming an itinerant minister, traveling from village to village and town to 
town. 

On one of these trips Peter comes to visit the new believers living in Lydda. 

Luke doesn’t show us the image of Peter some would like to paint today. 



They see him sitting in the office fo the 1st-Baptist church in Jerusalem, pointing out things other men 
should be doing. 

No, Peter is on the move… and He is going wherever God directs him to go. 

Have you ever considered that those who are the most actively involved in ministry are often the same 
ones God grants the most ministry opportunities??? 

Just being out there… Having a heart driven for God’s work… allows God to move people into strategic 
ministry situations. 

I like to call them:   
Divine Appointments… illustrating - God is in Control. 

Lydda is known in the Old Testament as Lod… located about twelve miles southeast of the seacoast city of 
Joppa, and 25 miles northwest of Jerusalem. 

Major Roman roads led through this city from Egypt to Syria… from Joppa to Jerusalem. 

Today Lydda is the location of Israel’s international airport. 

Peter arrives and finds a man named Aeneas… who has been paralyzed for eight years. 

“found” is heuriskó  (hyoo-ris’-ko,)  εὑρίσκω 
means: I find, learn, discover, especially after searching 

Peter “discovered” a man named Aeneas whom Luke describes as “a certain man”  

When compared to Luke’s description of Dorcas, we’ll see in a moment, as “a certain disciple”… implies 
that Aeneas is not a believer. 

NOTE:   
Did you know there are no examples in the New Testament of believers/disciples being healed?? 

Although  believers: Lazarus, Dorcas and Eutychus were all raised from the dead… 

We don’t know the cause or origination of Aeneas being paralyzed… was it a stroke, illness like polio, or an 
injury… we don’t know. 

Whatever it was … it was beyond all of the limited medical knowledge of the time… since he was in this 
condition for the last 8 years. 

Once again… because Peter is full of God’s Holy Spirit, following God’s lead, he is given a great 
opportunity for ministry. 

The miracle is in keeping with the context of how Jesus authenticates his own message, and the message 
of the apostles… it is used to bring large numbers of people to faith in Christ. 

So Peter is meeting new people. 

The second element of Peter’s personal ministry model is… 



II. Always Exalt Jesus!  [9:34-35] 

And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; arise, and make your bed.”  And 
immediately he arose.  And all who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 

The man or woman who ministers in the name of Jesus, will always seek to exalt Jesus … not themselves. 

Peter does not say “I heal you…”  

Peter is selfless, humble, and stands in sharp contrast to many false teachers and false healers in the 
world today… who seek fame and fortune instead of exalting Christ. 

In this simple action we know that Peter has not only learned the lesson from Jesus, but applied it in his 
own life. 

John 15:4-5 
Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so 
neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abide in Me, 
and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

Peter writes to the church many years later… 1 Peter 4:11 

Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as 
by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The apostle Paul understood that principle…  Ephesians 3:20-21 

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen. 

Peter commands Aeneas to respond to being healed in a very specific way. 

Arise… make your bed. (By Jesus sole authority) 

Immediately he arose, indicates there was no time lapse from the command to the action, it was instant 
and complete organic healing! 

There are only a few stories the New Testament of a “progressive” or “gradual” healing… meaning 
someone being HEALED… then gradually getting better. 

However, the large majority of healings by Jesus or the Apostles, was instantaneous, the results being 
immediately put on display. 

The implications and resulting response in Lydda to the healing of Aeneas is also widespread. 

All who lived at Lydda and Sharon… turned to the Lord. 

“All” may be a shocking kind of word to use… implying ‘everyone’. 

But certainly Luke being so specific in details earlier in our study would lead us to conclude that he is not 
now just being general. 



It could be as simple as Aeneas was well-known, and influential… with his healing there was great 
demonstration of God’s power and the name of Jesus that was similar to Pentecost when thousands came 
in one day to be believers. 

And again the phrase Luke uses “turned to the Lord” uses the verb epistrepho … which means “to turn 
around”. 

Salvation is more than just a change of mind… it is a change of LIFE DIRECTION. 

Conversion is a 180 degree turn from unbelieving to believing and behavior that reflects this  commitment. 

Which brings us to the third characteristic… 

III.  Be aware and sensitive as God leads  [9:36-39] 

Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called 
Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did.  
And it came about at that time that she fell sick and died; and when they washed her body, they laid 
it in an upper room.  And since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him, entreating him, “Do not delay to come to us.”  And Peter arose and 
went with them.  And when he had come, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows 
stood beside him weeping, and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make 
while she was with them. 

While Peter is healing Aeneas and going around preaching the gospel thousands are coming to be 
believers for the very first time… then another seasoned believer, Tabitha, gets sick and dies. 

Tabitha would be her Hebrew or Jewish name, in Greek she would be called Dorcas. 

Both names mean  “gazelle”. 

Luke describes her in a great light: “abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she 
continually did.” 

What were these deeds?   She made clothes for the poor and needy. 

Again … in contrast to Aeneas… she is called “disciple.” 

The feminine form of mathetes (disciple) is Mathetria and appears only one time in the New Testament… 
this verse. (36) 

Dorcas is the perfect model for what a Christian woman should be. 

She is busy about being who she is called in Christ to be… Ephesians 2:10 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Colossians 1:10 
That you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 

She is the New Testament example of a Proverbs 31:20 woman… Tabitha… 
“extends here hand to the poor; and … stretches out her hands to the needy.” 



When she dies, it is a serious emotional blow to all the believers in Joppa. 

After washing her body, it would have been the normal process to then immediately bury her. 

Instead they put her body in the upper room and have something else in mind. 

This becomes immediately clear as Luke continues the story. 

They had heard Peter was nearby… and that he had healed Aeneas … resulting in a revival breaking out 
in Lydda. 

It motivates them to seek out Peter to come to them. 

Peter was consumed with witnessing and preaching and ministering to the crowds in Lydda and Sharon. 

But not too busy to be aware and sensitive in a time of need. 

When he arrives he is taken immediately into this upper room where the dead body of Tabitha is lying. 

Peter saw just how much this woman was loved and what a loss it was for the church, and the community 
at Joppa. 

The church’s responsibility to care for widows was taken very seriously in the early church. 

These women had very few employment opportunities, and without families to care for them they were 
often left destitute and often homeless. 

These widows then were dealt a serious blow when Dorcas died. 

Dorcas never preached great sermons like Peter… never led business meetings or mission trips… but it is 
clear she was a crucial minister in the Joppa church… and dear to all who knew her. 

4th element of Peter’s personal ministry model… 

IV. PRAY in God’s Will  [9:40-41] 

But Peter sent them all out and knelt down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.”  And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  And he gave her his hand 
and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 

Peter had been present and witnessed Jesus do this very same thing, in the house of Jairus. [Mark 5:40] 

Peter sent everyone out of the room. 

Peter wasn’t putting on a magic show… it was not an entertainment venue… and Peter would not put on 
display the grace and power of God about to unfold in this upper room. 

There are some that think this was unnecessary. 

Since Peter had been involved in countless healings, and witnessed countless healings by Jesus, they say 
Peter should have just commanded Dorcas to rise right then while everyone stood around watching. 

One thing Peter knew… there should never be any presumption on the will or power of God. 



So Peter knelt down and prayed. 

One essential element of all successful ministry is the time of prayer that acknowledges total dependence 
on God. 

It is God alone who infuses any minster or ministry with the power necessary to accomplish His will. 

Peter had learned this by watching Jesus constantly spend time praying to the Father, that the Father’s will 
be done. 

Jesus was Peter’s model. 

Spurgeon story…. 

Many years ago, in the late 19th century 5 young college students made their way to London to hear the 
great preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 

They arrived early at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, where Spurgeon pastored for 38 years, and found the 
doors still locked. 

They were waiting on the steps as a man approached them and asked: 

“Would you like to see the heating apparatus of this church?” 

Clearly not what they had come for, but intrigued all the same, they went with him. 

The man led them into the building, down a long flight of stairs, and into a hallway. 

At the end of the hallway he opened a door which led into a large room where 700 people were on their 
knees praying. 

“That is the heating apparatus of this church” 

Who was this man?  Pastor Spurgeon himself. 

Peter finishes praying to the LORD of heaven … then turns to Tabitha and says the exact same thing he 
said to Aeneas in Lydda … “Arise.” 

Imagine the joy that day when the church learns that their beloved Tabitha is no longer dead, but alive 
again. 

Which brings the next element of Peter’s personal ministry model… 

V. Authenticating FRUIT [9:42] 

And it became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
God used Peter to perform miracles as authenticating signs that the Gospel of Jesus is TRUE. 

God uses these miracles to validate Peter as an apostle, and as the messenger of God. 

God uses the raising of Dorcas from the dead as the spark for salvation throughout this great city. 

Peter’s personal ministry is fruitful according to Luke… resulting in MANY in Joppa who became believers. 



“turning to the LORD” (vs.35) is a phrase commonly used in Acts for salvation and is synonymous with 
believing in the Lord. 

There is no saving faith without conversion, no true belief without repentance and transformation. 

Throughout Lydda, Sharon and Joppa… God used Peter in a great way to expand the kingdom of heaven 
and see many souls born into the body of Christ. 

the last element of Peter’s personal model we see… 

VI. Peter was without prejudice or preconceived expectations  [9:43] 

And it came about that he stayed many days in Joppa with a certain tanner, Simon. 

This seemingly out of place footnote really serves as another transition time between this passage and the 
next where Peter goes to see Cornelius. 

Peter stays in Joppa, with a man named Simon. 

It has been a long, and difficult road for Peter to overcome some lifelong prejudices. 

First Peter had to deal with those  half-breed Samaritans becoming believers and receiving the same Holy 
Spirit that filled him and the other apostles. 

Now, Peter stays with a man who is a TANNER. 

This is significant because “tanners” were despised in 1st century Jewish society because they dealt with 
the skins of dead animals. 

It was considered an UNCLEAN occupation. 

Simon would have been shunned by the local Joppa synagogue. 

Prejudice can destroy any ministry. 

All too often we see folks who do not fit into an acceptable mold being rejected because they are different 
from the norm. 

Paul wrote to the church in Corinth about his own lessons in this area. 

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. To the 
Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the 
Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; to 
those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the 
law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 

Peter lived out these elements for personal ministry and as a result was highly effective in accomplishing 
God’s will. 

Peter believed…  



 God was in control and had led him to Lydda and Joppa 

 Jesus must be exalted, and is sole authority over all things, including death 

 The Holy Spirit of Jesus is always present and leading him 

Next time we see the final prejudicial barrier come down… 


